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PREFACE

This is the third annual study of the application and enrollment patterns
of University transfer students to be published by the Central Staff Office of
Institutional Research. It was conducted in response to the many requests for
basic information about the inter-campus mobility of students attending insti-
tutions under the program of the State University of New York. Data were
gathered as part of the official Fall 1972 enrollment survey conducted by this
office. Similar data are available in selected summaries for previous years,
but this study and those for Fall 1970 and Fall 1971 are the only published
University-wide reports on this topic. Appreciation is due'-to the many people
sharing in the data gathering, analysis and publication effort.

Transfer students defined

Because of the conventional usage of the term "transfer students" and
because different sources of transfer data may exist, the definition of trans-
fer students used for this study is of special importance. Transfer students
are "those undergraduate students who were enrolled at a State University
institution in the Fall 1972 term, but who have attended other colleges or
universities prior to fall 1972". Even if a student was originally enrolled
at a given campus, attending elsewhere and then returning, he would be con-
sidered a transfer student. With this definition, we have transfer students
moving from two-year to other two-year colleges, from senior to other senior
institutions, from senior institutions to two-year colleges, as well as in the
more conventional meaning of transfer student: from two-year to senior insti-
tutions. Even if no credits were transferable, albeit an uncommon case, the
student moving from one institution to another would be a transfer student.
However, students coming from business schools would be considered first-time
students rather than transfer students. Students who simply cl,ange majors at
the same institution are not considered transfer students in this study.

Note that graduate students transferring from other graduate programs also
are not included here. Therefore, the New York State Veterinary College and
the State College of Optometry which only offer graduate programs are not
included in this report. Similarly, the State University College at Utica/Rome
had only graduate students in the 1972 Fall semester and could not be included
in this year's report.

The number of transfer students reported here is an understatement
because of the difficulty some institutions have in obtaining background in-
formation on those students who are not admitted to specific degree programs
by application. For example, 1,265 students were known to be transfer students
but no information was provided about their prior higher education history.
There are undoubtedly many others who are not even known to be transfer students,
but these are not likely to be seeking upper division status.
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Design of the study

Transfer student studies can be designed to follow identified students
longitudinally, observing their succe\ses and difficulties. The investment
of effort and time required for such studies is substantial, particularly
when 72 institutions are involved. For these reasons, a different approach
was used in this study.

The paradigm used here was the analysis of the higher education back-
grounds of transfer students enrolled in the various levels of the institu-
tions under the program of the State University of New York. Some types
of conclusions cannot flow from such a study; e.g., students who were
Ihsuccessfil in obtaining transfer acceptances anywhere in these institu-
tions are aot included even though they were formerly enrolled at one of
the institutions included and may have graduated in a University-parallel
program. therefore, this study is based on an input model, not a true fol-
lowup model.

Differences between this study and data
from the Admissions Processing Center

It is unlikely that data from the Central Staff Admissions Processing
Center (A.P.C.) would correspond with the data of this study. The major
reason for the differences is that in this study, while there is no appli-
cations data for the eight community colleges under the sponsorship of the
New York City Board of Higher Education, or Empire State College, because
of atypical admissions procedures, the A.P.C. data totally excludes the
Statutory Colleges, the Downstate Medical Center, and seven other community
colleges. Second, this study asked that incomplete applications not be
reported and that only those applications upon which a decision was reached
be included. Subtracting acceptances from applications then yields negative
decisions. Third, included here are students who are not applying for ad-
mission to a program. These students are not known to the A.P.C. Fourth,
this report shows enrolled transfer students, not only those who paid the
final deposit to confirm their acceptance.

Regional statistics

The articulation of transfer students is an important consideration in
regional planning and cooperation among the colleges of the State University.
This year's report includes an index of the State University institutions
in each coordinating area (page xiii). In addition, Tables 5 - 8 provide
data on educational background and class placement of transfer students by
coordinating area, Table 90 has undergraduate admissions information by
coordinating area and Table 93 gives the upper division - lower division
enrollments at the S.U.N.Y. colleges by coordinating area for the five years
from Fall 1968 through Fall 1972.

viii



SUMMARY

General findings (Table 2)

A total of 21,697 transfer students were enrolled in the Fall of 1972
at State University institutions: 13,033 (60 percent) in senior institutions
and 8,664 (40 percent) in two-year colleges. The most common.type of trans-
fer student was the two-yeampb.senior institution transfer (7,501), followed
by transfers to State Univ&rsity two-year colleges from outside the State
University (3,881). The next most numerous type was from non-State University
institutions to our senior institutions (3,662). Other types of mobility are
as follows: State University two-year to two-year college (2,732), State
University senior to senior college (1,525), and State University senior to
two-year college (1,131). An additional 1,265 transfers had an unknown pre-
vious higher education history.

Class levels entered (Tables 3 - 8)

One measure of transfer student quality is the proportion of students
being accepted with full junior standing, thus making it likely that they can
complete a bachelors degree in the usual length of time if they choose to do
so. Students transferring from State University institutions seem to have
considerably more acceptability than non-State University transfers. For
example, 67 percent of the State University senior institution transfer stu-
dents (Table 4) entered as full juniors or seniors as compared with only 44
percent of those from outside the State University. Substantial differences
were observed in the percentages by institution type of State University
transfers awarded junior or senior standing as follows: from Community Col-
leges, 73 percent; from Agricultural and Technical Colleges, 70 percent; and
from senior institutions, 42 percent. Only 5 percent of all State University
transfers (Table 3) were enrolled without acceptance into a formal program as
compared to 9 percent of the non-State University transfers.

A few transfer students were accepted with senior standing (215), 49 of
whom were formerly enrolled at State University two-year colleges. Of the 215,
91 of these senior transfer students were from outside the State University.

With the exception of placement in the junior class, the transfers from
inside and outside the State University were distributed rather similarly
across the class levels. For example, the following pairs of percentages by
class for total transfers placed in each class (Table 3) compare the State
University transfers with outside transfers: freshmen, 51 vs. 48 percent;
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sophomores, 59 vs. 41 percent; juniors, 80 vs. 20 percent; seniors, 58 vs. 42
percent; and of the total students not admitted to a program, 24 vs. 27 percent.
The high percentage of University transfers accepted into the junior class
attests to a University-wide effort to guarantee the S.U.N.Y. two-year college
graduate an opportunity to continue his education at a senior college without
loss of credit.

Tables 5, 6, 7, and 8 provide similar data on transfer's class placement
and educational background by coordinating area. Any comparisons across areas
must take into consideration the kinds of S.U.N.Y. colleges in each coordina-
ting area and the numbers and kinds of private institutions of nigher education
in a partf,cular area.

Type of educational background (Tables 3 - 88 and Table 94)

All but one of the reporting institutions were able to provide information
regarding the type of educational preparation of transfers from State Univer-
sity two-year colleges. Table 94 shows the relationship between the number and
kinds of associate degrees granted in 1971-72 and the number of transfer students
entering State University senior institutions. The detailed tables for most
institutions and some summary tables show whether the student from a State Uni-
versity two-year college received an A.A. or A.S. degree (liberal arts and
sciences), A.A.S. degree (applied arts or vocational), or no degree.

For illustration, the University Colleges alone enrolled 4,028 transfers
from State University community colleges, 1,907 with A.A. or A.S. degrees, 538
with A.A.S. degrees and 1,583 without a degree (Table 14). Of the A.A.'and
A.S. degree transfers from community colleges, 90 percent were given junior or
senior standing; of the A.A.S. degree transfers, 74 percent were entered as
juniors or seniors; and of those transfers without degrees, 51 percent became
juniors or seniors. Similar data are provided on each of these tables for
agricultural and technical colleges, State University senior institutions, and
other institutions.

Virtually all of the transfers whose higher educational history was not
reported can be explained. Of the total of 1,265 of such transfers, 1,250 were
not admitted to a program. Such students frequently enroll in only one or two
courses with the amount of information necessary for admission reflecting their
limited involvement. Many of these are admitted to a program in a later semes-
ter but by then they are continuing students, not the new transfers included in
this study.



Applicaticnsi Acceptances and Enrollment (Tables 89 and 90)

High interest seems to exist in the likelihood of a transfer applicant
being accepted at different institutions of the State University. An applicant
may present his application to several institutions, and their missions or
relative capacity to take in new students may cause differential results with
the same applicant. In this study, an attempt was made to examine the accep-
tance and the enrollment of accepted transfer students. Table 89 provides this
information for each S.U.N.Y. campus along with the number of applications,
acceptances, and enrollments of all undergraduates and first-time students (stu-
dents with no previous college experience). Table 90 provides this admissions
data by coordinating areas.

An "application" has a special meaning in this study, as described in the
Preface on page viii. If the acceptance rates described below were based on
the number of applications including those which did not receive a decision for
reasons of incompleteness, etc., then the acceptance rates reported below would
be overstated. Of the 59,232 transfer applications (not applicants), there
were 34,715 acceptances (59 percent). This acceptance rate is very close to
the first-time student application acceptance rate of 58 percent. Among senior
institutions, the transfer acceptance rates are as follows: University Centers,
56 percent; University Colleges, 53 percent; Health Sciences Centers, 35 percent;
Specialized Colleges, 43 percent; and Statutory Colleges, 39 percent. The two-
year colleges have a higher acceptance rate of 72 percent, 41 percent at the
Agricultural and Technical Colleges compared with 81 percent at the Community
Colleges. Although no senior institutions accepted all transfer applications,
eleven two-year colleges did.

Transfer students must compete for places against first-time students.
Both types of students are new to an institution in a given term. The propor-
tion of new student applications accepted for transfer students varies from
campus to campus, as seen in these summary percentages: for all institutions,
transfer admissions are 21 percent of all new admissions; all senior institu-
tions, 40 percent; University Centers, 42 percent; University Colleges, 38
percent; Health Sciences Centers, 86 percent; Specialized Colleges, 29 percent;
and Statutory Colleges, 32 percent. The two-year colleges as a group accept
10 percent of their new admissions as transfers; Agricultural and Technical
Colleges, 6 percent; and Community Colleges, 11 percent.

From acceptances to enrollment

;40

It has long been a rule-of-thumb that for every 100 students accepted,
only about 50 will actually enroll. This "no-show" condition has been par-
tially explained as due to multiple acceptances where all but one accepting
institution will have no enrolled student for their effort. In addition, some
students do change their plans, perhaps of necessity, and do not enroll for
the expected term. Whatever the reasons, an institution would indeed be
pressed if all its accepted applicants actually enrolled.
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As in other studies comparing the "no-show" rates for transfers and first-
time students, somewhat fewer transfer students than first-time students fail
to enroll when accepted, except at the Health Sciences Centers, and the Special-
ized Colleges. These comparisons for State University institutions are as
follows: all institutions, transfer "no-show" are 49 percent vs. 50 percent
"no-show" for first-time applicants; senior institutions, 55 vs. 65 percent;
University Centers, 51 vs. 66 percent; University Colleges, 59 vs. 67 percent;
Health Sciences Centers, 23 vs. 0 percent; Specialized Colleges, 27 vs. 27 per-
cent; Statutory Colleges, 21 vs. 26 percent; two-year colleges, 28 vs. 41 percent;
Agricultural and Technical Colleges, 29 vs. 48 percent; and Community Colleges,
28 vs. 39 percent.

It iE to be noted that if all transfer or first-time enrollment were to
be included in the derivation of the above "no-show" rates, at many institutions
more students would be enrolled than were accepted. The main reason for this
peculiar finding is that many students do not proceed through the admissions
process because they are not enrolling as a degree-seeker. They and other
part-time students have been excluded from the enrollment used in these "no-
show" calculations.

Providing transfer places in
State University senior institutions (Tables 92 and 93)

The 1968 Master Plan of the State University of New York enunciated a
policy of an overall mix of lower division and upper division students to
ensure that there would be sufficient capacity at its senior institutions for
the transfers from public two-year colleges in New York State. That policy, as 4
again stated in the 1972 Master Plan, is to have senior institutions reach, as
a group, a mix of 40 percent full-time lower division and 60 percent full-time
upper division undergraduate enrollment. Table 92 contains the results of
working toward that policy from 1968 to 1972. For the Fall of 1972, the upper
division full-time enrollment was 49,521, equivalent to 52.8 percent of all
full-time undergraduate enrollment. Table 93 shows the same data for each of
the four coordinating areas with full-time upper division enrollment for Fall
1972 ranging from 50.0 percent in area number one to 59.2 percent in area
number four.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

A study of this complexity will undoubtedly raise further questions and
lead to more insight about the extent and nature-of ihter-institutional mobil-
ity to and within the State University of New York. It is hoped that the
basic information will be useful and that on the basis of these and other data,
more students can find ways to further their search for appropriate and
rewarding educational experiences.
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EE 1--TRENDS OF UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER STUDENTS ENROLLED AT
INSTITUTIONS UNDER THE PFOGRAM OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

FALL 1968 TO FALL 1972

Institution type
Fall

1968
Fall

1969

Fall
1970

Fall

1971

Fall
1972

1972
compared
with
1968
%

State University total Total 14,270 14,537 19,681 20,711
a

21,946 53.8
Full-time 10,628 10,354

b
14,950 16,242

a
17,247 62.3

University Centers Total 2,708 3,440 3,864 3,623 4,289 58.4
Full-time 2,267 2,908 3,421 3,211 3,742 65.1

University Colleges Total 3,645 3,782 6,158 6,962a 7,686 110.9
Full-time 3,529 3,517 5,641 6,479a 6,893 95.3

Health Sciences Centers Total 94 156 365 435 588 525.5
Full-time 91 143 351 414 564 519.8

Specialized Colleges Total 130 167 205 263 244 87.7

Full-time 129 166 185 250 229 77.5

Statutory Colleges Total 228 270 371 395 475 108.3
Full-time 228 270 371 395 475 108.3

Agric. and Tech. Colleges Total 463 626 1,084 681 729 57.5
Full-time 450 626 1,071 669 706 56.9

Community Colleges Total 7,002 6,096 7,634 8,352 7,935 13.3
Full-time 3,934 2,724

6
3,910 4,824 4,638 17.9

Under the sponsorship
of the New York City Total 1,729 513 397 640 1,188 - 31.3
Ld. of Higher Educ. Full-time 1,506 N/A 397 617 902 - 40.1

All other Total 5,273 5,583 7,237 7,712 6,747 28.0

Community Colleges Full-time 2,428 2,724 3,513 4,207 3,736 53.9

a
Excludes Empire State College.

1'Excludes
data for Community Colleges under the sponsorhsip of the New York City

Board of Higher Education.

NOTE: Also see Table 91 for trends.of first-time, transfer and continuing/returning
students.
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TABLE 92
FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS BY LEVEL AT

SENIOR INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
FALL 1968 THROUGH FALL 1972

Number
Institution type

and year
Total
under-

graduates

Lower
division,

Upper
division

Senior institution total
Fall 1968 72 242, 38,988 33,254
Fall 1969 78;849 41,662 37,187
Fall 1970 87,953 43,328 44,625
Fall 1971 93,121 44,084 , 49,037
Fail 1972 93,865 44,344 49,521

University Centers
Fall 1968 NI 25,375 13,715 11,660
Fall 1969 29,121 15,476 13,645
Fall 1970 32,282 15,504 16,778
Fall 1971 32,591 15,270 17,321
Fall 1972 32,009 14,503 17,506

University Colleges
Fall 1968 40,165 22,024 18,141
Fall 1969 42,785 22,886 19,899
Fall 1970 47,922 24,220 23,702
Fall 1971 52,185 25,218 26,967
Fall 1972 53,041 26,338 26,703

Health Sciences Centers
Fa11.1968 799 172 627
Fall 1969' 873 '169 704
Fall 1970 1,168 224 944
'Fall 197.1 1,515 242'- . 1,273
Fall 1972 1,726 252 1,474

Specialized Coll ges
, Fall 1968 1,905 1,097 808
Fall 1969 1;937 1,057 880
Fall 1970 2,088 1,176 912
,Fall 1971 2,127 1,170. 957
Fall 1972, 2,207 1,140 1,067

Statutory Colleges
Fall 1968' 1,998 .1,980 2,018
Fall 1969 4,133 2,074 2,059
Fall 1970 4,493 2,204 2,289'
Fall 1971 4;703 2,184 2,519
Fall 1972 .

,

4,882 2,111' 2,771

73/411
dj

Percent

Lower
division

Upper
division

. .

54.0% 46.0%
52.8% 47.2%
49.3% 50.7%
47.3% 52.7%
47.2% 52.8%

54.0% 46.0%
53.1% 46.9%
48.0% 52.0%
46.9% 53,1%
45.3% 54.7%

54,8% 45.2%
53.5% 46.5%
50.5% 49.5%

,
48.3% 51.7%
49.7%.. 50.3%

'21.5% 78.5%.
19.4% 80.6%
19.2% 80.8%
16.0% 84.0%
14.6% 85.4%

57.6% 42.4%
54.6% 45.4%
56.3% 43.7%
55.0% 45.0%
51.7% 48.3%

49.5% 50.5%
50.2% 49.8%
49.1% 50.9%
46.4% 53.6%
43.2% 56.8%



TABLE 93,
.

FULL -TIME UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS' BY LEVEL AT

SENIOR INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE, UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
WITHIN COORDINATING AREAS
FALL 1968 THROUGH FALL 1972

Coordinating
Number

area
and year ,.

Total
under-

Jgraduaees

Lower.

.division

Upper
divisio

Senior institution total
Fall 1968 72,242 38,988 . 33,254Fall 1969 78,849 41,662 37,187Fall 1970 87,953 43,328 44,625Fall 1971. 93,121: 44,084 49,037.Fall 1972 93,865' 44,344 -49,521

,

Western Coordidating
Area.Number One

-Fall 1968 28,335 14,824 13'1511Fall 1969 30,165 15,240 44,925Fa11.1970 33,846 16,237 '117,609Fall 1971
37,-125 18,711 18;414Fall 1972 35,730 17;861 17,869

CentralCoordinating
Area NuMber Two

.

Fall 1968 20,677 11,356 9,321Fall 1969, 2'4,543 11,971 10,572Fall 1970 25,045 13,118 11,927Fnll 1971 .,948 .12,426, 13,522-Fall 1972 i6,375 12,549 13,826

Northeastern Coordinating
Area Number Three

Fall 1968 12,511 6,753 _5,758Fall 1969 14,116 7,750 6,366Fal1 1970 15,712 7,786 7,926Fall 1971 16,495 7,667 8,8280E111 1972, 16,934 7,888 9,046
.

Southeastern Coordinating
Area Number Four

Fall 1968 10,719 66,055 4,664Fall 1969 12,025' 76,701 5,324Fall 1970
, -13,350 5,187 7,161Pall 1971 13,553 5,280, 8,273-Fall 1972 14,826 6,046 8,780

73/412
rfm

Percent

Lower
division

,

Upper

division

54.0% 46.0%
52.8% 47.2%
49.3% 50.7%
47.3% 52.7%
47.2% 52.8%

52.3% 47.7%
50.5% 49.5%
48.0% 52.0%
504% 49.6%
50.0% 50.0%

54.9% 45.1%
53.1% 46.9%
52.4% 47.6%
47.9% 52.1%
47.6% 52.4%

54.0% 46.0%
54.9% 45.1%
49.6%, 50.4%
46.5% 53.5%
46.6% 53.4%

56.5% 43.5%
55.7% 44.3%
46.3% 53.7%
39.0% 61.0%
40.8% 59.2%



TABLE 94-- ASSOCIATE DEGREES GRANTED BY
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK TWO-YEAR COLLEGES

AS RELATED TO TRANSFER STUDENTS AT SENIOR INSTITUTIONS

Previous institution 4pe
and type of degree

Numbar of
associate degrees
granted, 1971-72

Number of.

tratikfer students
entering senior
institutions

fall 1972

Yield of
transfers per

associate degree

All Associate degrees 30,395
a

4,269 .1405
A.A.S. 17,610b 1,585 .0900
A.A. or A.S. 12,785 2,684 .2099'

Community Colleges 25,354b 3,587 .1415
A.A.S. 12,986 1,111 .4856
A.A. or A.S. 12,368 2,476 .2002

N.Y. City Bd. of H. Ed. C.C.'s 7,037 238 .0338
A.A.S. 4,074 88 .0216
A.A. or A.S. 2,963 150 .0506

Other Community Colleg0 18,317
b

3,349 .1828
A.A.S. 8,912 1,023 .1148

A.A. or A.S. 9,405 -- 2,326 .2473

Agric. and Tech. Colleges 5,041 682 .1353.

A.A.S. 4,624 474 .1025
A.A. or A.S. 417 wist .4988.

a
Excluding 150 associate degrees

b
In 1dino 90 A.O.S. degrees.

73/413
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conferred at State-University senior institutions.,
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